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Taiwan School Children Perform at Stirling Castle

Tuesday 11th August, 2015

A group of 26 children from three schools in Taichung City,
Taiwan visited Stirling on Saturday 8th August to meet the Provost
and perform in the city.

The pupils — or ‘Starlight Goodwill Ambassadors’ — have links
with the city thanks to Swiss Foster Care Education Officer and
Royal Burgh of Stirling Pipe Band Drum Major Kenney Ramage,
who has visited them a few times in Taichung, and Stirling’s Provost
Mike Robbins, who visited Taiwan’s capital Taipeli last year to attend
an environmental conference.

Drum Major Ramage lead a group of piping tutors who taught the
children how to play the chanter on the last visit, and they enjoyed it so
much the school then went on to buy 30 more chanters and are now
extremely talented. In an effort to showcase some of their other
performing talents, the group came to Stirling to perform various short
storvtelling plays about Taiwanese culture. The group’s visit was kindly
supported by the Stirling and Bridge of Allan Round Table, which paid
£300 for the bus to transport the group to Stirling,.

Following a Civic Reception with the Provost and Councillors in the
Council Chambers with the Taiwan Consul General, the children then gave
a short performance for the crowd at Port Street before giving a 45 minute

performance in the Queen Ann Garden at Stirling Castle. They were
11



followed by The Royal Burgh of Stirling Pipe Band, who played for the
crowds before the children took a tour of the castle. |
Drum Major Kenney Ramage said:

“We decided after our first tour that we wanted to leave a legacy of
our visits to Taiwan and Taichung City, which is when we decided to teach
piping within one of the schools we visited on the first tour, Yong Long
Elementary School. The young people had already been play the recorder
for some time and were already able to read sheet music which made the
task a bit easier.

“The latest invitation to Stirling came about following a Skype call to
the school, when thehead teacher said that she was coming to Scotland
with five pupils. I asked if they would they like to visit Stirling if they had
time, and the head teacher asked if everyone was invited
-1 soon realised that it was not just the head teacher and five pupils
but a group of 45 people from the Star Light Goodwill Ambassadors |
who would be attending!

“Our plan for the future will include weekly Skype lessons to the class
in Taichung and other visits by the band to the city. Our hope would be for
young people from Taiwan to-be proficient enough to come play with the
Royal Burgh of Stirling Pipe Band at the World Championships.”

Provost Mike Robbins said:

“Visiting Taipei last year was a wonderful opportunity to strengthen
Stirling’s international links and find out more about Taiwanese culture.
The people of Taiwan are incredibly hospitable and friendly, so it was a
pleasure to host the pupils from Taichung City School in Stirling for the

day. The children’s performance was a delight to watch and many locals
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and tourists stopped to watch and enjoy.

“The Taiwanese have a love of all things Scottish so the children
were very excited to perform in Stirling Castle and experience Scottish
culture first-hand. I hope we can continue to develop our relationship
with Taiwanese schools as I feel children can benefit greatly from
experiencing other cultures and learning what life is like for children in
other countries and schools.”

RO L

http://my.stirling.gov.uk/news/view/30351/date:08-2015/type:
all?theme=MyS tirling

—. » News Guardian Youngsters enjoy a culttiral visit Friday 14 Augustr
2015

A group of youngsters from the Far East have been soaking up
local culture as part of a special visit.

The 26 children from Taiwan arrived in Whitley Bay as part of
The Starlight Goddwﬂl Ambassadors scheme.

Accompanied by four adults, the nine to 12-year-olds have
been studying lessons at Northumbria School of English in the
town.

They have also seeing what the region has to offer, visiting St Mary’s
Island and lighthouse, playing rounders on the beach and enjoying ice
creams at De Meo’s. They are also planning a visit to Alnvvick Castle.

The youngsters will perform a selection of folk tales at Whitley Bay
Library at 3pm on Thursday, August 13.

Christine Goodwin, principal at Northumbria School of English, said:
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“This is the first time wé’ve had a group from Taiwan and we are delighted
to welcome this enthusiastic, energetic and eager group of youngsters to
our school.”

“Tt gives us all a wonderful opportunity for cultural exchange.”

45 Wy

http://www.newsguardian.co.uk/news/local/youngsters-enjoy-a-c

ultura 1-visit-1-7408955

=~ Stirling NewsFrom Taiwan to the streets of Stirling
Published: 16 Aug 2015 09:30 | | |

A group of 26 children from three schools in Taichung City,
Taiwan, visited Stirling on Saturday 8 August to meet the provost

and perform in town.

The pupils — or ‘Starlight Goodwill Ambassadors’ — have links with the
city thanks to Swiss foster care education officer and Royal Burgh of
Stirling Pipe Band drum major Kenney Ramage, who has visited them a
few times in Taichung, and Stirling’s provost Mike Robbins, who visited
Taiwan’s capital Taipei last year to attend an environmental conference,

Drum major Ramage lead a group of piping tutors who taught the
children how to play the chanter on the last visit, and they enjoyed it so
much the school then went on to buy 30 more chanters and are now
extremely talented. In an effort to showcase some of their other
performing talents, the group came to Stirling to perform various short
storytelling plays about Taiwanese culture. The group’s visit was kindly
supported by the Stirling and Bridge of Allan Round Table, which paid

£300 for the bus to transport the group to Stirling.
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Following a civic reception with the provost and councillors in the
Council Chambers with the Taiwan Consul General, the children then
gave a short performance for the crowd at Port Street before giving a 45
minute performance in the Queen Ann Garden at Stirling Castle. They
were followed by The Royal Burgh of Stirling Pipe Band, who played for
the crowds before the children took a tour of the castle.

Drum major Kenney Ramage said: “We decided after our first tour
that we wanted to leave a legacy of our visits to Taiwan and Taichung
City, which is when we decided to teach piping within one of the schools
we visited on the first tour, Yong Long Elementary School. The young
people had already been play the recorder for some time and were already
able to read sheet music which made the task a bit easier.

“The latest invitation to Stirling came about following a Skype call
to the school, when the headteacher said that she was coming to
Scotland with five pupils. I asked if they would they like to visit
Stirling if they had time, and the headteacher asked if everyone was
invited-- I soon realised that it was not just the headtéacher and five
pupils but a group of 45 people from the Star Light Goodwill
Ambassadors who wouid be attending.

“Our plan for the future will include weekly Skype lessons to the class
in Taichung and other visits by the band to the city. Our hope would be for
young people from Taiwan to be proficient enough to come play with the
Royal Burgh of Stirling Pipe Band at the World Championships.”

Provost Mike Robbins added: “Visiting Taipei last year was a
wonderf{ul opportunity to strengthen Stirling’s international links and

find out more about Taiwanese culture. The people of Taiwan are
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incredibly hospitable and friendly, so it was a pleasure to host the pupils
from Taichung City School in Stirling for the day. The children’s
performance was a delight to watch and many locals and tourists
stopped to watch and enjoy.

“The Taiwanese have a love of all things Scottish so the children
were very excited to perform in Stirling Castle and experience Scottish
culture first-hand. I hope we can continue to develop our relationship
with Taiwanese schools as I feel children can benefit greatly from
| experiencing other cultures and learning what life is like for children in
other countries and schools.”

R RPN
http://www.stirlingnews.co.uk/news/roundup/articles/2015/08/1

6/5415 23-from-taiwan-to-the-streets-of-stirling/
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