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Message behmd canvas loud and clear

Piclured here are (from lefl) Taichung City Dr Ciwas Pawan, oples Alayal

Dancers’ Chief Dancer Ya-Ling Huang, erqclybumhhynrphymﬁ mmmmeTmcu Cullural

ry fealures in the Cralls
Section

Adlidl Lien-Tung Chuang, St John New Zealand Chairman Richard Biundeil, Annemaria Milar, Lincoln and Amy Ting

Direclor-General Susan Yeh, Taipel Economic & Ting and Amy Ting

Ratna Venkat

s an exponent of Indian
classical dances, I often
! ay homage to our fine-art

neighbours, for they have, over the
y centuries, great-
ly influenced the
beauty and aesthet-
ics of the perform-
ing arts scene in
India.

This connection,
besides being an
artiste, enables me
to appreciate and understand the
work of other artists. Although the
medium which we choose to illus-
trate our thoughts varies from one
to another, our aim remains the
same across all artistic fields— to
stir the human soul.

The Opening of the ‘2014 Tai-
chung City Da Dun Fine Arts Ex-
| change Exhibition’ held on Mon-
!| day, July 14 in TSB Bank Wallace
|| Arts Centre at the Pah Homestead
(Auckland), was one such occasion
which invited me to celebrate this
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IS COMING TO
AUCKLAND

Celebrate Indian Independence Day and witness
the cultural extravaganza of Food, Fashion, Entertainment,
Games and much more...

SATURDAY 16th AUGUST 2014
12pm to 6pm
at ASB Show Grounds, Greenlane

For more info contact

Ph (09) 303 2286 or www.tarano.co.nz
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mutual respect of
our arts, as well
as witness some of
Taiwan’s finest art
displayed to New

Zealanders. 72 Hillsborough Road, Auckland
Wide range When: Daily, until August 31

Organised by Tuesday to Friday 10amto 3 pm
Taichung  ~ City Saturday & Sunday from 10 amto 5 pm
Government Cul-
tural Affairs Bu- Not on Mondays

reau and support-
ed by Auckland

About the Exhibition
What: Taichung City Da Dun Fine Arts Exchange Exhibition
Where: TSB Bank Wallace Arts Centre

The Pah Homestead

Contact: (09) 6392010
Email: enquiries@wallaceartstrust.org.nz

Council and Tai- Website: www tsbbankwallaceartscentre.org.nz
pei Economic and
Cultural  Office itage location, Pah Homestead, which appeals

(TECO) in Auckland, the Exhibition show cas-
es 32 past Da Dun Prize winning representative
artworks from eleven categories: Oil painting,
Water Colour Painting, Glue Colour Painting,
Ink Wash Painting, Digital Arts, Photography,
Printmaking, Calligraphy, Seal Engraving,
Crafts and Sculpture.

From its humble beginning in Taichung City,
the Exhibition rapidly expanded by accepting
participants’ artworks from all over Taiwan and
later throughout the world, serving as a plat-
form for local and international artists to leam
and gain inspiration from each other.

Now inits 19th year, this event is internation-
ally recognised as one of the most significant
exhibitions, facilitated to foster creativity and
cultural awareness among aspiring artists.
Colour and charm

The Opening was a small yet lavish affair,
with people coming together from different
walks of the society, graced by dignitaries in-
cluding Auckland Mayor Len Brown, Taichung
City Deputy Mayor Ping-Kun Tsai, TECO Di-
rector-General Lincoln Ting, Amy Ting and
former Waitakere City Mayor Sir Bob Harvey.

New Zealand Maori and Taiwanese Abo-
riginal performers added their own colour and
splendor through their respective art forms, but
more importantly, their joint presence acknowl-
edged well-known historical and ancestral links
between the two indigenous groups, thus bring-
ing New Zealand and Taiwan closer on special
events such as the Exhibition.

The beauty of this Exhibition lies in its her-

more than a conventional art gallery. The old
décor creates an atmosphere where viewers can
take their time looking at a work, and perhaps
analyse the artists’ intentions without rushing to
the next one. Because the artworks are grouped
and situated in different rooms, the relationship
between the observer and the observed can be
intimate, giving rise to political, psychological,
sociological or philosophical messages that the
artists are trying to convey.

Impressive themes

The themes I sensed throughout the Gallery
were Freedom, Serenity, Innocence, Uncertain-
tyand Patriotism. The ones] found thought-pro-
voking had a young girl as the subject of at-
tention, namely ‘What about Our Hearts?"and
‘Listening.

Perhaps the artists wanted to (deliberately)
compare their country to that of a vulnerable
child.

‘Rebirth’ however, will tap into New Zea-
landers’ hearts as it depicts Taiwan’s worst
earthquake (September 21, 1999), synonymous
with the earthquake disasters in Christchurch.

This painting is therefore an example of
shared pain and the act of moving forward with
anew beginning

Another interesting and cryptic one is “WIW,’
as this artwork can be comprehended only after
decoding the full form of its title.

Symbolic meanings are plentiful, but rest on
the viewer’s interpretation.

Indians to mark
Independence Day

Staff Reporter
onResident Indians and former citizens
of India will mark the 67th Anniversary of
their homeland on August 15.

Celebrations will be held throughout the country
long after the actual day of its occurrence to suit
people’s time over weekends but the main ceremo-
ny will commence with a flag-hoisting ceremony
at ‘India House’ the official residence of the High
Commissioner of India.

The programme will include the address of In-
dia’s President (Pranab Mukherjee) read out by In-
dian High Commissioner Ravi Thapar, followed by
patrictic songs.

Bhartiya Samaj Charitable Trust will celebrate
the event on August 10, 2014 at the ASB Theatre,
Aotea Centre.The programme will begin at 1030
am with a flag hoisting ceremony, followed by a
formal opening in the auditorium.

Trust Chairman Jeet Suchdev said that one of
the most interesting and special aspects of the Inde-
pendence Day celebrations organised by his Organ-
isation was the support and parhcnpauon of several
Indian community groups and

They include Auckland Indian Awoclaum,

Bhartiya Samaj Charitable Trust, Manukau Indian
Association, New Zealand Incian Central Associa-
tion, Radio Humm FM, Roopa Aur Aap Charitable
Trust, The South Trust and Waitakere Indian Asso-
clation.

Similar events will be held by the New Zealand
Central Indian Association, Auckland Indian Asso-
ciation, Manukau Indian Association (all in Auck-
land), the Wellington Indian Association (Welling-
ton) and other cities.

Indian Newslink will publish reports of these
events with pictures if they come to hand.
Further details can be obtained from Jeet Such-
dev on (09) 4430579 or 021-2221020
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Galleries
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Dark imagery
contrasts with
heroic factor

Taiwanese works capture stories

with confidence and skill

T J McNamara

wo venues are showing

exhibitdons in more

traditional styles than

current trends in con-
temporary art. Pah Homestead in
Hillsborough is hosting a touring
exhibition from Taichung City in
Taiwan as part of their Da Duan
sxchange programme. it includes
paintings, sculpture, calligraphy
and seal-making.

The most striking element is the
paintings, all large, mostly with
elaborate frames, although some
are done on scrolls. Without excep-
tion they are confident, made with
considerable skills in draughis-
manship, detail and composition.
The fraines and ambitious size re-
vall displays of 19th-century art.
The effect is reinforced by the anec-
dotal, illustrative nature of the
subjects.

One work, Rebirth by Hua
Chen, is the rescue of a young girl
by firemen using a ladder. Courbet
in France and Millais in England
painted similar works of heroic
firemen 150 years ago. What
distinguishes this work, which is
painted on a scroll, is the sugges-
ton that this is a benevolent
administration working for the
helpless. It Is one of several other
paintings with dark political imag-
ery. Most of the others are full of a
feelgood factor, presented very
lyrically. There is also some
Chinese calligraphy and cabinets
of beautifully engraved seals.

A spectacular misty Mourttain

At the galleries

mmmmrmmm@wmm

Homestead, 72 Hillsborough
Rd, Hillsborough; Da Dun to August 3t Adam Award to
August1?
TJ says: Both of thosa oxhibitions show award \Mnnhg

paintings. The Da Dun has large works from
thnTmnandmeAdamAmdmmahmﬂu

smallostentry.

What The Tangler, ofmaw Danis OConnor;

Pieces by Lauren Winstone

MmudwlmTqulmmﬂﬁPlﬂaSt.Nmmxw

August18
TJuytDemsO‘Gomn‘be&haformleathmw
inscribe his emblematic images on slates whero they
show his attitudes to life and language, while Lauren
Wilson makes ceramic sculpturs out of the basic

elements of vessels.

Top by Hsieh Cheng-Hsun uses
powdered gold and a bright moon
to provide a romantic view of

zed alps. A brilllantdy execured
m life by Koe Jen-Jay of a denim
jacket is made surreal by the pres-
ence on the floor of a mask with
cyes shielded by phorographic film
and an opening through the jacket
and the wall behind to show a
bright landscape. The title is To
Memorise the Struggle for a Beiter
Future.

The use of watercolour is par-
ticularly dextrous, notably in the
blue and touches of red in A Blue
Fishing Port by Tsai Wei-Hsiang.
Another feat of virtuosity is The
Fiying Soul, an interior of a
barogue church, the type found in
the former Portuguese enclave of
Macau, tapering upward and filled
with contrasts oflight and dark and
acloudy mysticism.

There is much to take pleasure

in throughout this exchange exhi-

bition but it is far from challenging
in terms of subject and concept.
The second exhibition, in the
Long Gallery at the Pah; is this
year’s Adam Portraiture Award,
showing 41 New Zealand paintings
selected fromn 330 entries, judged
by Dr-Nicola Kalinsky from the
Barber Institute in Dirmingham,
The judge obviously has a
strong liking for simple honesty
and litile taste for artempts at high
drama. The deservedly winning
portrait, Tim, by lenry Christian-
Slane, is small with no detailed

Saturday, August 2, 2014 Weekend Herald

WeekendHerald

background. The face is modelled
to give a strong sense of structure
and a distinct personality emerges.

Much larger portraits posed
dramatically against landscape, or
of subjects like Jon Trimmer the
ballet dancer, are strong but obvi-
ously carried less weight with the
judge. The huge portrait of Ralph
Hotere by Martin Ball also did not
appeal; nor did Viky Garden’s
intense selF-portrait.

As a gallery of New Zealand
faces evoked by an established
award, it is well wortha visit.

portralt, Tim.

The exhibitions at Two Rooms
in Newton are less conventional
although they also have links with
important traditions. Denis
O'Connor has always worked with
stone as a sculptor and his fasci-
nation with material extends to this
show that is part of a series titled
The Tangler.

Here, the stone is burnished
English and Welsh slate and the
thin rectangies are fasrened with
copper nails on to a panel: There
are more than a dozen of these and
they are mostly autobiographical.

The Tangler is the artist himself,
represented by a figure who wears
as a mask the head of a horse.

The work may be a meditation
onlife, suchas The Nine of Knights —
why are you always so big and T
abways so small? This tableau shows
the artist figure saluting and a hand
reaching across two parts of the
work with a figure nestled in its
Ealm. Elsewhere the artist figure is

ung on a balehook to dry. The
balehook is the emblem of the
working man.

One of the largest worksis about
language, with the English vowels
in archaic letter forms above the
artist who is mounted on a large
broom. It makes an effective image
of the dominance of language and
the sweeping away of misunder-
standing.

One little work has a hearth-
brush mounted on a rich shelf of
onyx. Precariously balanced on the
far end of the handle is the artist
ready to gamble on chance and cir-
cumstance. itis wry, inimitable
O'Connor.

Upstairs at Two Rooms is the
work of Lauren Winstone. Her
ceramics take the basic vessel,
which is fundamental to pottery,
deconstructs the elements — a
base, a rim, a handle — and makes
small sculptures of these basics,
part glazed and part raw. She
shows considerable skill manipu-
lating clay in inventive ways.

78860 000

IMPORTANT PAINTINGS
AND CONTEMPORARY ART

i On View: Saturday / Sunday
August 2nd / 3rd, 11.00am - 4.00pm

~$80000
gouache and mk end
$850C0 - $125 000
AUCTION

Thursday 7 August at 6.30pm

3 Abbey Street
Newton, Auckland

CalinMoCahen, H

Complete catalogue online
www.artandobject.co.nz

Pater Stichbury. Ron Clasrwater,
acrylic on canvas, 2008
$30 000 - 340 000

Seraphine Pick, Hideout. oil on linen, dipt ych {(2006)

$45 000 - §65 000

Also works by Ralph Hotere,
Billy Apple, Milan Mrkusich,
Bill Himmond, Richard Killeen,
Judy Millar and Robin White

/\RT+

OBJECT
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