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A study of homeless people’s spaces in Taichung city
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Abstract

The homeless issue has always be in edge subject in Taiwan. This situation make the welfare
organizations suffered many frustrates at the fundraising and carry out the service in the street. This
research takes Taichung City as investigative field and making reference to several earlier homeless
researches, in addition to observe the phenomenon of homeless people in the city, | have participate in
a welfare organization’s weekly homelessness service to be a volunteer worker. The research is focus in
1. to study how is the development of a city effect the homeless. 2. to study the behavior of homeless
people in the urban spaces and how are the space influences with homeless people mutually. 3. To
study the factors of the homeless people choose several particular urban spaces to be their living space.
4. To analyse how is the characteristic of the urban space affect homeless people and how is the

gathering of homeless people affect space.

The homeless people gather in Taichung city because: 1. Taichung city is the biggest metropolis in
the central region of Taiwan. 2. The geography environment factor 3.The old community 4. More
homeless companions 5.the homeless organizations and welfare are more complete with other city. And
the homeless people distribution in the city then is related to: 1.The urban plan and urban design 2. The
influence of the city development and the urban structure change. | have discover that the development
and resources of a city affect these people’s live, homeless people not only living in the marginal space
but also distributed along with the various living resource in the city. The gathering of homeless people
in an area made a boundary with others, then become to homeless area , their inhabitations also make

the urban space become marginally.

The biggest different of Homeless space and other urban spaces is the characteristic of “territory”
which has exclusivity, these spaces not only exclude the uses of the citizen but also the other homeless
people. Tt will also appear the phenomenon of “group and class” , homeless people can join groups to gain
living resource in the urban space. In the space, they hold their use and cosmos by making class and
agreement. Also homeless people will turn up the gender differences: compared with male, female homeless
always stay alone and far away form those living spaces of male homeless, sometimes female homeless
attach themselves to male homeless. Besides, homeless people have two kinds of moving pattern: moving in
the city and moving between the cities. Mostly because: 1.to gain their survival and living resource 2. back to
their living space 3.to keep their relationship between other homeless 4.to find a place to live 5.

entertainments. And their moving track is constructed by their own cognitive map to urban space.

In conclusion, I proposed we should provide more public lavatory and asylum in the modern city. The
government should overturn their original thinking, to open up public spaces to social underclass. Trying to
make the social welfare resource carry out in the urban spaces and making sure the survival and living right
of homeless in the city. For it, establishing several easy-get (1000m radius) “street service station” 1in the

area which have a great deal of homeless should be the appropriate way.

Key words: homeless, Taichung city, territory, urban space
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