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Abstract

The Beitun District of Taichung City has been named for its fame as the Rear Garden
of the Taichung metropolitan area with not only the bountiful forest resources of the Touke
mountain system but also the potential of habitats for creatures of all kinds and biological
development. In the hectic city life, the Daken area is the second-to-none retreat for people
to relax and go for a vacation. Prior to the 921 Heavy Earthquake, the Daken Scenic Area
with aboriginal and primitive forestry and scenery was the optimal preference to develop
the tourism in Taichung City. Examples such as the Encore Garden, amusement parks,
hotels and chicken farms of all sorts are in great number to name. The prime of this area
was 1n detail depicted by the older, and its prosperity and glory however was fading away,
sluggish or closed, as time went by. As the earthquake took place, the Deken Scenic Area
therefore was seriously stricken and devastated with buildings fallen and the numerous half
fallen on two sides along the Chelungpu Fault and the disconnected roads disable to
contact for outside supports. The scenic sights in the area all of a sudden turned into a
scene of hellish devastation with landslide from hills and mountains causing great loss of
human lives and properties. Thanks to the Taichung City government and the local
institutes”  long-term relief efforts and reconstruction projects centered on the victim
regions, all those make it possible that the Daken today not only restores its previous sights
but also makes the tourism industry by far better than ever before.

The research scope of the thesis is aimed at the Daken Scenic Area and its primary
purport 1s to investigate whether the entirely varied developmental conditions of the Daken
area have something to do with the destructive earthquake? Simultaneously, the probable
causes of forming and required geographical conditions for changes are attempted to
comprehend. After the 921 Heavy Earthquake, the variations of each geographical variable

in the research region, such as new transport facilities after reconstruction including
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changes 1n transportation routes, reconstruction or repairs on public facilities, introduction
of cultural industries, immigration and migration of population and others, resulting in the
level of the impact on the tourism after the earthquake in the research region are also
investigated. Furthermore, the thesis explores the development situations of the region
before and after the devastation by means of in-depth interviews with the elder living there
for long, and 1t organizes and further concludes viewpoints from all parties. Previous
literature review on the development of tourism and a system of integration and analysis
are undertaken to compare and verify the thesis and prior literature so as to evidence
whether the destructive earthquake has obvious influence on the tourism in the Daken
Scenic Area and expect to provide some developmental suggestions related to the

disastrous regions for the government.

Keywords: tourism industry, 921 Heavy Earthquake, fault belt
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